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1. General Rules and Policies

1.1 

1.2 

1.3 

1.4 

1.5 

1.6 

The General Rules and Policies cover all activities of the NZCF in conjunction with the 
constitution and the other governance documents. 

These documents should be referred for information about the NZCF's rules, policies, and 
procedures. 

These documents are updated regularly so it is important to refer to the current version. 
This will always be available on the NZCF website www.nzcf.com or a copy may be 
requested from the Secretary. 

Proposed amendments for this document which alter the intent must be advised to the 
membership by having the proposed wording included in an agenda for an Executive 
Council meeting or AGM. 

Privacy 

Personal information held by the NZCF shall not be sold or given to a third party for any 
purpose except that the Secretary may, when requested, confirm whether a person is 
financial member of the NZCF and that the outcomes of disciplinary processes may be 
shared with other registries. Members may request a copy of their details and this must be 
done in writing to the NZCF Privacy Officer. Members may also request that incorrect 
information is corrected in the same manner. 

Electronic Signatures 

The NZCF's requirement for a signature is met by means of an electronic signature if: 

a. the typed signature adequately identifies the signatory,

b. it clearly indicates the signatory's acceptance of the information in the document, 
and

c. the means of transmission is from the signatory's known email address.

1.7 Documents for which electronic signatures are not acceptable will be annotated. 

2. Membership

Part of the rewrite of the Constitution (accepted at AGM 2010) was removing 

‘processes’ to another document (General Rules & Policies). 

http://www.nzcf.com/
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As a result, some topics are covered in both the Constitution (CON) and General Rules & 

Policies (GR&P) but ideally when covered in both, the GR&P should always expand on 

that in the CON, especially when doing so provides additional details and 

administrative rules or processes, all with minimal duplication. 

Underlines are coloured for ease-of-reading and will be the standard mid-grey if issued. 

2.1 Membership is open to individuals or clubs in accordance with the Constitution (Section 4 
Types of Membership), that: 

a. make an application;

b. sign an agreement to abide by the Constitution, rules, regulations, codes, and
policies of the NZCF; and

c. pay the required membership fee.

Minor changes to make the reference to the CON more general (easier to maintain) and 

to improve readability by using a list. 

Types of Members 

2.2 Types of membership are established in the Constitution (Section 4 Types of Membership) 
and the following additional points apply. 

Removed the introductory list which is covered in CON. 

Ordinary Members 

2.3 Full members may belong to breed sections and take part in all activities of the NZCF. 

2.4 Family members may belong to breed sections and take part in all activities of the NZCF. 
Family member applications must include one full membership per household. Lodgers or 
friends living at the same address are not eligible for family membership. 

2.5 Associate members may belong to breed sections but may not vote. 

2.6 Junior members may belong to breed sections but may not vote. All junior members must 
be under 16 years of age for the whole financial year. 

Removed duplication of CON content. Remaining content is not a duplication. 

Breed section membership was only mentioned under full membership but now has 

been included in all types of membership for clarity. 

Associate membership has been moved to be a type of ordinary membership in line 

with the CON. 

Extra paras added as needed. Para numbers in comments refer to new numbering. 
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Affiliate Members 

2.7 Affiliate members (clubs) must meet the following conditions: 

a. Incorporated Society status must be maintained.

b. Clubs must be one of the following types:

i. all breeds (long and shorthair cat breeds as recognised by the NZCF), or

ii. a specialist club that caters for either longhair breeds or shorthair breeds
or stated breeds or stated colours of pedigree cats, or any other NZCF
section of domesticated cats.

2.8 Clubs may hold a show or shows as covered by their constitution. 

2.9 Clubs have voting rights of one vote per club. 

Removed content already covered in the CON, especially in 2.7 subpara a. 

Para 2.7 c. moved to Admission of Members as it relates to applications and it was also 

covered there. Para 2.7 d. made into a new para (2.8) as it is not a condition which must 

be met but a privilege of membership. 

Life Members 

2.10 A life member may belong to breed sections and take part in all activities of the NZCF. 

Removed duplication of CON content. 

Breed section membership was only mentioned under full membership but now has 

been included in all types of membership for clarity. 

Honorary Members 

2.11 Honorary membership is reviewed on a yearly basis or can be granted for a fixed amount 
of time. 

Admission of Members 

Ordinary Members 

2.12 An ordinary member must send a completed application form each year to the 
Membership Co-ordinator and make payment of the applicable fee. 

The only item not already covered in the CON is ‘send it [the application] with the 

applicable fee to the Secretary’. 

Membership Co-ordinator is used in the next two paras so this reference to the 

Secretary has been changed to match that. 
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2.13 The Executive Council may interview the applicant if the Membership Co-ordinator asks 
for a review of a membership application. All other membership applications shall be 
approved by the Membership Co-ordinator. 

Deleted 2.14 (former para 2.11); covered by CON para 5.3. 

Life Members 

2.14 The process by which an ordinary member becomes a life member is covered in the 
Constitution (Section 5 Admission of Members). The recommendation provided must 
describe the ordinary member’s years of service, quality of performance, significant events, 
and their contributions to, and achievements within, the NZCF. 

Most of para 2.14 is covered in the CON, and the new introductory sentence directs 

users there. The remaining content (recommendation must provide the details of 

service) has been reworded for clarity. 

Affiliate Members 

2.15 To become an affiliate member a club must meet the requirements in the Constitution 
(Section 4 Types of Membership). A club must supply a copy of their constitution with 
their first application and supply a new copy to the NZCF when it registers a new or 
amended constitution to the Incorporated Societies office. 

Added reference to CON rather than duplicate the requirements. 

Added in ‘first’ to application otherwise it could be an annual requirement, even if 

unchanged. 

2.16 The affiliated member must have no less than five of their current voting members that 
are also current voting members of the NZCF at all times and must also maintain the 
membership requirements of an Incorporated Society. 

Changed ‘financial’ (in ‘financial members’) to ‘voting’ in line with the wording of the 

CON. This makes it clear that life members may be included in the numbers. 

2.17 The application must also include the geographical area in which their activities are 
proposed to take place. All breeds clubs will be restricted to 50 km radius of their 
registered office. Specialist clubs are able to hold events anywhere. 

Second half of the first sentence is the wording from the now deleted 2.7 subpara c. 

Both covered the same point.  

‘All other’ removed before ‘Specialist clubs’ as the two sentences are comparing the two 

types of clubs, not some specialist clubs against others. 
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2.18 All breeds clubs may apply for exemptions if they wish to hold a show in a new location 
that is outside their stated area. 

Breed Section Membership 

2.19 A breed section shall be established by the Executive Council for each NZCF recognized 
breed or breed group (as set out in Registration Rules, Appendix A). There shall be a breed 
representative for any breed section which has five or more active breeder members. An 
active member is one who has bred and registered with NZCF a minimum of two litters in 
the past two years. 

2.20 A breed section shall also be established for members who show or have an interest in 
cats in the Domestic Division. There shall also be a breed representative for the Domestic 
breed section if there are 10 or more members. 

2.21 A breed section shall lose its individual breed representative if the above criteria are not 
met for three successive years. A breed section which does not meet the criteria for an 
individual breed representative will be linked with another breed section or represented by 
the general breed representative as recommended by the Breed Standards Advisory 
Council to the Executive Council. 

2.22 As part of their membership fee, NZCF members are eligible to belong to the breed 
sections of the breeds they own, and breeder members to belong to the breed sections of 
all breeds they are actively breeding. Any member may belong to additional breed 
sections, to a maximum of six sections in total for all classes of membership except 
affiliate. Affiliate members may belong to all breed sections provided that such breed 
sections are to be relevant to their constitution. Application for breed section membership 
can be made at the time of application for membership, or at any later date, by applying 
for membership and by paying any prescribed additional fee. 

2.23 Members of each breed section shall sponsor the breed and be responsible for assisting in 
the development of a comprehensive standard for the breed, and proposing amendments 
and revisions of the standard for the breed. 

Small changes for clarity. Large opening para split and reordered for ease of reading. 

Register of Members 

2.24 As required by the Constitution (Section 6 The Register of Members) a register of 
members shall be kept and maintained in a secure manner in accordance with the Privacy 
Act. 

Removed duplicated content. 

2.25 Members must advise the Secretary of changes to their contact details, address, or 
telephone number as soon as reasonably possible. 
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Membership Fee 

2.26 An application for membership must be completed each year at the beginning of the 
NZCF financial year which is the 1st of January and the membership fee paid on or before 
the 31st of January in the same year. 

2.27 On the 1st of February, if no membership fee has been paid by the member, all rights and 
privileges shall cease. 

2.28 A member whose membership has been terminated because their membership fee is 
overdue as described in paragraphs 2.26 and 2.27 is required to pay the current fee for the 
type of membership that they apply for as well as any late payment fees applicable at time 
to become a financial member again. 

Small changes for clarity. 

Heading Overdue Membership removed as para 2.28 fits well within the heading 

‘Membership Fee’. Para 2.28 wording reordered for clarity. 

Changed para 2.27 ‘all rights and privileges will be terminated’ to ‘all rights and 

privileges shall cease’ because ‘termination’ is carried out by EC resolution according to 

the next section. 

Cessation of Membership 

Removed Resignation and Dispute or Discipline, both covered in the CON. 

In Dispute or Discipline, the additional comment about members being ‘subjected to 

penalties as listed’ is covered more appropriately in either the Constitution (13A 

Disputes), or the Disputes and Discipline manual. 

Section on Resignation and Removal from Office of Officers and Officials moved to 

Management of the NZCF (paras 3.23A – 3.23C.) as it relates to cessation of office not 

membership. 

2.29 In addition to the reasons for termination of membership mentioned in the Constitution, 
the Executive Council may, by a unanimous vote, terminate the membership of any 
member for breach of the provisions of the constitution or any other rules or bylaws 
including the codes of conduct, or non-payment of fees, or any other indebtedness to the 
NZCF. A member may also have their membership suspended or terminated where a 
member is charged or convicted under the Animal Welfare Act 1999 and subsequent 
amendments. 

2.30 Any member who may be liable to be removed from membership under para 2.29 shall be 
entitled to appear before the Executive Council to offer a verbal or written explanation in 
mitigation. At least 14 days written notice of the Executive Council meeting shall be given 
to the member concerned. 

2.31 Any member that has their membership terminated for any reason other than as stated in 
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para 2.32 has the right to appeal within 14 days of the termination by submitting their 
appeal in writing to the Secretary. 

2.32 The Executive Council may by ordinary resolution terminate the membership of any 
member whose membership fees are more than 1 month and 7 days overdue without 
written notice or the right to appear before the Executive Council. 

Joined paras 2.30 and 2.31; same subject. 

Moved original para 2.34 (and deleted heading Appeal) to follow original para 2.30 as 

para 2.32 is better being last as it does not relate to the other paras. 

Removed heading By the Executive Council as this applies to all remaining items and is 

clear in the text. 

Removed Obligation of Members; duplication of CON content. 

3. Management of the NZCF

3.1 

Executive Council 

Eligibility 

To be a NZCF Executive Council member: 

a. you must be a financial full or family member or life member of the NZCF,

b. you cannot hold a position of office in a similar registry, and

c. your place of permanent residence must be New Zealand.

3.2 

3.3 

Deleted 

Powers and Duties of the Executive Council 

The Executive Council shall manage and conduct the business and affairs of the NZCF. All 
members of the Executive Council shall have responsibility allocated to them for the 
management of one or more operational areas of the NZCF. The Executive Council 
Chairman at the first meeting of the Executive Council following the AGM shall make the 
allocation of such responsibilities in conjunction with the other members of the Executive 
Council. They shall be required to provide a written report on their area(s) of responsibility 
to each scheduled meeting of the Executive Council and to the AGM. They shall exercise 
all such powers of the NZCF as are not required by the Incorporated Societies Act 1908 
and its amendments or by its constitution to be exercised by the NZCF in General 
Meeting. 
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a. are financial full, family, or life members of the NZCF (with the exception of the 
national disputes co-ordinator and IT contractor);

b. do not hold a position of office in a similar registry; and

c. whose place of permanent residence is New Zealand.

3.18 

3.19 

3.20 

3.21 

3.22 

3.23 

3.23A 

A summary of experience, skills, and suitability for the role should accompany all 
expressions of interest except from incumbent officials. 

Appointees must be prepared to sign confidentiality agreements. 

Appointment 
The Executive Council shall appoint officials for the positions advertised from the 
expressions of interest except that if none are provided or are considered suitable they 
may appoint members with appropriate skills or experience. 

Term of Appointment 
Annual appointments are from 1 January – 31 December each year unless otherwise 
decided by the Executive Council. 

Training periods for new appointees will normally run from the time the appointment is 
confirmed until 31st December and will be unpaid for new appointees in positions which 
will receive honoraria. 

New appointees to positions shall serve a 90-day trial period after which their 
appointment may be confirmed or terminated by the Executive Council at the next 
meeting held. 

Resignation and Removal from Office of Officers 
and Officials 
Any elected officers or appointed officials of the NZCF shall cease to hold office upon: 

a. death;

b. a written resignation from the officer or official;

c. they become incapable of holding office by reason of infirmity or otherwise;

d. being lawfully removed from their office;

e. being declared bankrupt;

f. conviction of any criminal offence with subsequent imprisonment exceeding
three (3) years;

g. being absent as a member of the Executive Council from more than two (2)
consecutive meetings of the Executive Council, without the prior leave of the
Executive Council; or

h. conviction of an offence involving the neglect of or cruelty to animals.
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3.23B All property and documents obtained or produced during their term remain the property 

of the NZCF and must be returned to the NZCF when they cease to be an official or officer 

of the NZCF.  

3.23C Resignation of an officer or officials will take effect at a date that is either mutually agreed 

on or at the date that the letter of resignation is received or dated or a date in the future 

that is stated in the letter of resignation.  

Resignation and Removal from Office of Officers and Officials moved from 

Membership as it deals with the cessation of office not membership. 

3.24 

3.25 

3.26 

3.27 

3.28 

3.29 

3.30 

3.31 

Breed Standards Advisory Council 

Terms of Reference, Role, and Responsibilities 

To provide advice and recommendations to the Executive Council regarding proposed 

changes, updates, and corrections to the Standards of Points for pedigree cats breeds 

accepted by the NZCF. These changes, updates or corrections may be initially requested 

by individual NZCF members, breed representatives, judges, or the Executive Council itself. 

To ensure that the appropriate breed sections are consulted about proposed standards 

changes or (if appropriate) other changes affecting a breed (such as requirements for 

health testing) and the results of those consultations taken into account when making 

recommendations to the EC.  

To provide advice and recommendations to the Executive Council regarding the 

acceptance of new breeds, either breeds established overseas but new to New Zealand, or 

entirely new breeds developed in New Zealand. 

To provide advice and recommendations to the Executive Council about genetic and 

health issues affecting particular breeds, and approaches to minimise the harmful effects 

of these. 

To provide advice and recommendations to the Executive Council about rules for 

intermateability within breed groups and outcrossing to other breeds, having regard to 

ensuring genetic viability and health of breeds, and maintaining type and characteristics of 

breeds. 

To consider applications for experimental breeding programmes, approve these (or not), 

monitor as appropriate and provide support, advice, or linking with a mentor as deemed 

appropriate.  

To decide if specific health or genetic testing should be required either of foundation cats 

in an experimental programme, or of progeny and ensure applicants understand any such 

conditions attached to the approval. 

To approve (or not) the transfer for breeding of experimental programme cats (gen 1-3) to 

breeders not involved in the original experimental breeding programme. 
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